
ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE CANADA 
  
The Department of Justice Canada has been developing online training courses, professional training 
materials and Public Legal Education and Information (PLEI). The majority of the Divorce Act 
amendments will come into force on March 1, 2021. We encourage you to share the following 
information.  

  
For Professionals  
  
Online Training Courses 
  
The Department of Justice Canada is developing a series of online courses about the recent 
amendments to federal family laws. Law Society accreditation information will be provided for each 
course.   
  

1. The first course Introduction to Federal Family Law Amendments is now available. You can find 
this course on the Department of Justice Canada’s website at: https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/fl-
df/cfl-mdf/trai-form/story.html.  

  
The Department of Justice Canada’s website will be updated with the following additional courses as 
soon as they become available: 
  

2. Family violence and family law for legal advisers (coming soon) 
  
This course is aimed at helping legal advisers work effectively with clients who have experienced 
family violence. It is designed to: provide information about family violence and family law; 
explain changes to the Divorce Act relating to family violence; and examine the impacts of family 
violence and related trauma on both adults and children, issues relating to disclosure of family 
violence in the family law context, the impacts of family violence on the best interests of the 
child and parenting arrangements, and the use of family dispute resolution and court 
proceedings in cases of family violence.   
  

3. Relocation under the Divorce Act (coming soon) 
  
This course is designed to increase legal advisers’ knowledge and understanding of the new 
change of residence and relocation framework in the Divorce Act.  It focuses on the procedures 
people must follow in relation to moves and the principles a court will apply in making a 
decision about a child’s relocation.  
  

4. Inter-jurisdictional support proceedings under the Divorce Act (coming soon) 
  
This course is about the changes to the interjurisdictional support provisions in the Divorce Act. 
It is designed to assist in understanding the new process for interprovincial and international 
support cases. It explains the different steps to obtain or vary a support order when former 
spouses live in two different jurisdictions. It also provides Information on the circumstances and 
the different steps to have a foreign support order recognized under the Divorce Act. 
  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2fcfl-mdf%2ftrai-form%2fstory.html&c=E,1,5AA4xxGImkQXpE3b7iqLLN4fg871p8xGzDshtDT5xNbW8fyGoQiFq3n4c4sD7mIQHztQ-3hAMVMc0kZttAITmeaHQkWVGgQzVBa9NIY8d2BY8io,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2fcfl-mdf%2ftrai-form%2fstory.html&c=E,1,5AA4xxGImkQXpE3b7iqLLN4fg871p8xGzDshtDT5xNbW8fyGoQiFq3n4c4sD7mIQHztQ-3hAMVMc0kZttAITmeaHQkWVGgQzVBa9NIY8d2BY8io,&typo=1


5. Duties for Parties to a Proceeding and Legal Advisors under the New Divorce Act (coming soon) 
  
This course is designed to increase knowledge and understanding about the changes to the 
Divorce Act which create new duties for parties to proceedings under the Act and expand the 
existing duties for legal advisors, including encouraging the use of family dispute resolution 
processes and use of family justice services. It also describes family justice services that may be 
available to families who are experiencing separation or divorce. 

  
6. Parenting under the new Divorce Act (coming soon) 

  
This course is about the changes to the parenting provisions in the Divorce Act. It is designed to 
assist in understanding: the new terminology; the list of best interests of the child factors; 
parenting orders and contact orders; parenting plans; the duties of parents and legal advisers; 
the impact of family violence on parenting; and the new enforcement tools related to parenting 
  

Technical Materials 
  
The Divorce Act Changes Explained (available) - This technical guide provides information about the 
changes to the Divorce Act that were made pursuant to legislation the Government of Canada passed in 
June 2019. Each entry details the amendment to the legislation, explains the change, and provides the 
reason for it. 
  
For Families: 
  
The following Public Legal Education and Information (PLEI) resources provide information about the 
Divorce Act amendments. Materials are available on the family law pages of Justice Canada’s website at: 
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/fl-df/index.html: 
  
Fact Sheets - Fact sheets are available on a number of topics related to the Divorce Act amendments. 
These resources are available in a format that can be printed. Topics include: 
  

• Parenting arrangements after separation or divorce 
• Duties for Parents and others 
• A Child’s Views and Preferences 
• Divorce and Family Violence  
• Family dispute resolution: resolving family law issues out of court 
• Relocation (coming soon) 

  
  
Parenting Plan Checklist (available but being updated) - This is a checklist that helps parents identify 
some of the issues and questions they need to consider when developing a parenting plan.  
  
Parenting Plan Tool (available but being updated) - This interactive tool provides parents with options 
to develop a personalized parenting plan (a written document that outlines how parents will raise their 
children after separation or divorce). 
  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2findex.html&c=E,1,S1L8jB4tKSl0QjvUcIkFl4YizNcFkppRozADmpxHIjwkEh7x6mqnCQQ2d-u52HXnzXL9HQnKtmo7pcf7Y_QxWLQrcX7D1MEC0fiYw__rHspQ6bDLst4DIw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcanada.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2fpub.html&c=E,1,8SdM-LqC8yHFL5qMG88FqnEwYZSqlM8jw4EAqRn8bkZgHn_d07kerJe4LdlVHjocoXumT-UbWWqACIHg3AHxHv8EEOf7VSCe6sdZ98NSEWmkD_QdU3Xl&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcanada.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2ffact-fiches.html&c=E,1,ySD-xq0dIe9pj_MDVhb966Nir5FsnFWhkMpgaJgAmoY3L7nSaid-LkLsH-cPHmdErCJh2lgiBakaM3fCouznGc0h-bAOI9PDFKJCYr22Bg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcanada.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2ffsdpo-fiopa.html&c=E,1,YZAvGrsF-0ir4rvtO3Ff9oGGH67MVJQ9TdsdhMMJcskp5mPZZSSj9MKIvWjGVMpYhJyXZkGosgU_kKUlpR3D34ZxXJRJSYDOo354ExjE&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcanada.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2ffscvp-fipvpe.html&c=E,1,kXQjX5Cl1_gveklRNu4IfaKvtpzDM1GKzgMyPn2vUZbwtjn0kbcgQhvo0RShJiEN0cN_F0VePAeaHb193A3CAC-ghDEjp0GIYtV4soOXEcCu-qOT_NyowHc,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcanada.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2ffsdfv-fidvf.html&c=E,1,H5METZU2kONxIVwU61JvnNAOVaGY02D0R_xCwAZrjoTwSdqO3ZVSyf4bqzUSj0rkH8nGM_ZHPt8Xy-Yh5ZXw2lNJDMBMgud3u7_NZc-eGnz8&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2ffsfdr-firdf.html&c=E,1,fDrUVzn-ktb2r-zk-gJ2v5capuwNFE5xMl9v0C6iolOYUvcDE62Cmx-e3pX8e5wFGSchrdrz1E0bIWiGvxt3UYGMzPFrjrU7VWJ5UODCgc691QYeDaUR&typo=1


What Happens Next (available but being updated) - This booklet is designed to help children learn 
some basic facts about family law and give them an idea of the processes that parents may go through 
when they separate.  It aims to help children realize that it’s normal for them to have an emotional 
response to their parents’ divorce, and encourages children to voice their concerns to someone they 
trust. Parents can read the booklet with their younger children, while older children can read it 
themselves. 
  
Making Plans (available but being updated) - This guide for parents contains helpful information about 
parenting after separation and divorce when deciding on the best parenting arrangement for their 
children. The guide provides information for parents who are making parenting arrangements under the 
Divorce Act, and can also be useful to parents who are separating even if the Divorce Act does not apply. 
  
Step by Step (available but being updated) - This technical guide provides 8 easy steps to help 
determine child support pursuant to the Federal Child Support Guidelines (Divorce Act regulations). It 
will be updated to reflect changes to federal family laws.  
  
  
Family law pages updates 
  
The family law pages of the Department of Justice website are being updated continuously with new 
materials, so we would encourage you refer to them on a regular basis. Please see: 
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/fl-df/index.html 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.justice.gc.ca%2feng%2ffl-df%2findex.html&c=E,1,akk2505-qLpzUvFomd3xNLu4SvngBKQq08vq2IaOeDaBirwtBeNUEKR89lLGpHFczTsSpGjpAG7db3b1KnzNzDuC-Pj0LLyi-ZJN49wKv3tI&typo=1

